THE HELP WELFARE WORKERS MAY EXPECT
FROM STATE INSTITUTIONS

Mildred Thomson
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Mr. Hall just sent word in the midst of this program that he could nol he here
and askal that I take his place, =0 matarally I am adt prepared. M. Hall had ne
paper. 1 he had written ang it wonld he very simple.

As Dr. Patterson was talling about, the asistance given by the soeind worker
at his institution, the point that made the deepest irppression on me —ontside
the question that game up fater with resard to the relationship of the haspital
to the family of a patient with a venerenl infeetion, or same other disesse that might
he infections—was that his worker in s0me cuses helped by goins inle 1he loesd
eomonunity and into the home to =68 whether or not proper plans poutld he mede
for the persot who Was ready for parale; that after the patient in the hospital Wi
cured or in such 2 mental condition thst be was ready 1o go out, then 1t was 1elly
a =ocial prablem; that while that eold nob be done in all cases, i, conld b dooe
in sorae cases.  That it seems to me iy where the sorial agenries alrendy existing.
the weliare sgencies in communities 11 which they ate really funetioninp, miy
assisl the hospital.

Om the other hand, the hospitals, or otber insiibations, Toay nusist the loeal
agencies Dy not paroling a person hack to the loesl community without getting in
touch, where it is ab all possible: and feasibie, with the agency in the local community
who may know other members of the family; discussing plans witl them, of letting
themn know ahead of time what plans are to be made for {he person soming from the
institution. in order that thev mny adiust some iocal situation and be hetter pre-
p.ﬂ.md for this person"s coming home than would be posaible if they did now know
of it beforehand. In certain situations the locrl community has not knnwn that
f POrEo Was oming back to the community until they bhad fouml him there
Purticulatly where there are children would it have ween ensier if they had koown
it previonsly

When I went to the office this marniag 1 found & three-puge letter from Owas
tonmp geving a list of children they are returning to various counties in the stite.
They nre not returning them immediately. The Board of Control hus autlorized
the return of practically all who test below seventy-five. As the middle mab—
which is what we are mostly, anywiy—-we e in a posiiion Lo make eontacts with
the locsl communities a little more fully than perhaps Wr. Mernll could by simply
reporiing o the court that these ohildren are gOIRG hack, We can get in touch
with the lozal welfare hoards, and they in turn will assist in having definite plns
made before the children do mo back.

14 seems to me that if the institucions would let the loeal welfare agencies who
arc active on members of the tamily or who knew the patients hefore thew came ta
the ipstitutions assist, if possible, in making plans locally far their return to ihe
comimumity, it might help quite a bir.

Tir. Freeman: This will end the afternool sessipi.

All superintendents are expected to be present at the dinper this evening,
This is not offieial.
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